GCRWC 2021
Luncheon Dates
December 2 *
(Not the 4th Thursday)

Mark your calendars:
2022 meetings begin
January 27th

The Elephant’s Ear
Volume 14, No.11 November 2021
December 2nd Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club
$20.00 Members/$22.00 Guests
A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

For Reservations:
Email Julie Hershey at
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
OR
go to www.eventbrite.com
and type in GCRWC and
click the meeting date.
____________________________________

Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org

Join us on
Facebook!
Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club

Racine Cooper, PresidentCall to make your reservations today!
It is hard to believe that my tenure as president of
Greenville County Republican Women’s Club has come to a close. I will be passing the duties over
to president-elect Dianne Mitchell at our December meeting. The 2020/2021 term has been
fruitful, challenging, and one of the best times of my life.
It has been an honor to work with so many talented ladies. The help, support, and prayers
of fellow officers Stacy Shea, Susan Kendrick, Jill Hancock, Linda Slaton, and Sherry Capitan have
been tremendously appreciated. In addition, I have been blessed by go-getters, worker bees and
members with fabulous ideas that were implemented with precision.
I’d also like to thank the standing and appointed committee chairs whose hard work made
my job seem easy. Thank you to Stacy Shea (social media), Susan Kendrick (programs), Polly
Dilworth (publicity and newsletter), Debbie Spaugh (by-laws), Tracy Phillpott (legislative), Kathryn
Hughes (membership and sanctity of life), Beth Wadsworth (fundraising), Gwen Crosland and Linda
Slaton (campaign hours), Annette Burgess (caring for America), Gloria Landry
(Americanism/homeland security), Brenda Barrett (Mamie Eisenhower) and Patty Stoner
(chaplain).
I appreciate Julie Hershey, Linda Slaton, Debbie Spaugh, and Geri Warren, past presidents
who were willing to share their experiences with me and help frame my decisions. I am very
thankful for the opportunity to have served our club and am proud of GCRWC and all that we have
achieved in the last two years.
God Bless America! Happy Thanksgiving! Merry Christmas to one and all!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations to our new officers elected at the October meeting!
President: Dianne Mitchell
1st VP: Robin Duffie
2nd VP: Gayle Stanley

Corresponding Secretary: Ann Powell
Recording Secretary: Tracy Phillpott
Treasurer: Jill Hancock

DECEMBER LUNCHEON PROGRAM
Susan Kendrick, Program Chair
We will be joined this month by Hope Harvard, founder of Hope Beauty, a company whose
mission is to encourage women to glorify God through all they do, including make-up. She
wants women to know that true beauty comes from God. The native of South Carolina
graduated from Clemson with a BA in political science and is currently pursuing a master of
arts in ministry studies from Lee University.
Hope began her career in the West Wing of the White House working for President Trump. She served in the
Department of Homeland Security Office of Public Affairs, the White House Communications Office, and the White
House Office of Legislative Affairs. She currently serves as special assistant to Governor Henry McMaster and
director of marketing for The Conservateur, an online publication for fashion-forward conservative women.
In addition, we will have holiday music provided by Mike Gibilisco. We look forward to seeing you in December!

MEMBERSHIP
Kathryn Hughes, Membership Chair
We are now officially into our membership renewal season for 2022! GCRWC membership runs from January through
December. No matter when you joined in 2021, you are encouraged to renew your membership now. It is much easier
for our record keeping if renewals take place no later than March 2022.
The membership table will be available for 2022 renewals/new memberships at the December meeting. Why wait for
later when you can go ahead and renew now? Also, be thinking about how you would like to become more involved in
our club.
If you have any questions about membership email kahugh@afomail.net or call (864) 906-1031.
FUNDRAISING
CAMPAIGN NOTES
Beth Wadsworth, Fundraising Chair

Gwen Crosland and Linda Slaton, Campaign Committee

With supply chain issues and worker shortages, take the
stress out of your Christmas shopping by participating
in our silent auction at the December meeting. Arrive
early to our luncheon so that you can shop; don’t forget
your checkbook or cash. Remember, all proceeds
go to our club to cover expenses such as guest speakers.

Thank you to everyone who has maintained volunteer
hours in the red notebook at meetings. If you are unable
to attend our December meeting, or you have forgotten
to record your hours, please call (864) 593-0319 or
email gwen.crosland58@gmail.com to let Gwen know
how many to list for you. We will be turning over the
notebook to the new officers after the meeting and
would love for all information to be current.

Item values will be written on envelopes, and you can
determine your bid and place it in the envelope. Certain
items will have minimum bids listed. Highest bidder
wins! If a donated item does not receive bids, it can
either go back to the person who donated it (see me
before you leave) or saved for a future raffle in 2022.
There is still time to donate items for the auction. Please
call me at (864) 363-7650 and make plans to deliver
them to 23 Gilderview Drive in Simpsonville no later
than Monday, November 29th. Thank you to everyone
who has already donated to our efforts! Let’s make it a
great event.

If you were a delegate to SCFRW Convention, make sure
to send in those hours. Also, your time is counted when
you attend our evening meetings and GOP events.

Congratulations to Debbie Spaugh, who was
elected 1st Vice President of the South Carolina
Federation of Republican Women at the
October convention.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
This month we recognize our club president, Racine Cooper, who has led GCRWC
through some truly unprecedented times, including a pandemic which forced the
cancellation of our April and May 2020 meetings.
During her term as president, Racine implemented our more informal evening
meetings where dinner is served, conversation encouraged, and speakers offer
informative content. Previously, she served four years as programs chair, served
as by-laws chair and publicity chair, sat on the finance committee and was the
2nd VP.
Thank you, Racine, for your years of service to GCRWC!

Election Discoveries in South Carolina
Brenda Muldrow, Chair, Election Integrity Committee, SCFRW
Our Mission: To ensure election integrity by evaluating current South Carolina election practices
and laws while working in partnership with key decision makers to make improvements as deemed
necessary.
Our committee has been busy since our creation in February 2021. Our membership includes
SCFRW members in York, Horry, Charleston, Oconee, Lexington, and Greenville counties. During
our “discovery phase” we developed a non-partisan partnership with the South Carolina Election
Commission (SCEC) as well as working relationships with key legislators focused on election
integrity. Factual data serves as our guide as we seek to make improvements.
A few of our accomplishments thus far:
• Reviewed key South Carolina election laws and submitted suggestions to legislators
• Reviewed websites of all 46 counties and identified 18 election attributes that should be posted
on the website. The information has been shared with the counties and legislators.
• Developed Best Practice Canvass meeting tools based on input from several counties
• Attended recent November elections either as a Poll worker or a Poll Watcher to gather and
share findings
• Developed open communications with key State legislators in the House and Senate
How can we verify that our Master list of voters is accurate with addresses, citizenship and
deletions for death or address changes?
•

•

•

Deaths: If a SC voter dies, the Bureau of Vital Statistics must notify the SC Election
Commission. No other notification can be used to remove a voter from the list. The SCEC staff
removes the person’s name from the master list within approximately two and one-half months
from the death.
Citizenship: Citizenship is required when you apply for a driver’s license in SC. This is covered
in a 1993 law which Clinton put in place. Citizenship is verified by using the DMV
documentation. A person can register to vote when they apply for a driver’s license. Each voter
must sign a statement that he/she is a US citizen. Non-citizens cannot get a driver’s license in SC.
Change of Address: Address change notification comes from DMV to the Commission, change of
address form by the voter, via a national database that is shared by most states or the USPS.

Our committee will continue our work to ensure South Carolina voters can have confidence in our
voting process. The 2022 elections will be here in less than a year!!! We encourage each of you to
get involved by serving as a poll watcher or poll worker, helping with voter registration,
volunteering, or campaigning for candidates. This is our opportunity to retake the House and
Senate. Let’s get busy!

LEGISLATIVE NOTES
Tracy Phillpott, Legislative Chair

Palmetto Promise Institute – https://palmettopromise.org/a-south-carolina-electionreform-template/
Palmetto Promise Institute completed the Election Integrity Project. They reviewed proposals
from top national election lawyers, constitutional scholars, and many other states to develop a list
of what they consider the Top 20 most urgent and common-sense changes needed to SC existing
statutes. Download the report at https://palmettopromise.org/wpcontent/uploads/2021/09/PPI_2021_05_one-pager_Election-reform.pdf
The report suggests reforms in absentee ballot security, voter roll integrity, polling place
standards, legal and other statutory reforms.
You can help by contacting members of the General Assembly and urging them to pass these
critical reforms well in advance of the June 2022 party primaries to allow time for
implementation.
SC joins lawsuit to block vaccine mandate for federal contract workers
SC Attorney General, Alan Wilson, has joined a lawsuit filed by Georgia’s Governor and its
University System Board of Regents aimed at blocking the requirement for federal contract
workers to get vaccinated against COVID-19.
AG Wilson explains that under the Tenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, powers that are not
delegated to the United States are reserved for the states or the people. Neither Article II of the
U.S. Constitution nor any act of Congress authorizes federal agencies of the executive branch to
implement the contractor mandate. That’s a police power left to the states under the Tenth
Amendment.
The Biden administration’s actions violate basic principles of separation of powers and federalism
and ultimately threaten the liberty interests of all Americans. The lawsuit requests that the Court
declare the contractor mandate unlawful, unconstitutional, and unenforceable and grant a
temporary, preliminary, and permanent injunction to block its enforcement.
Governor McMaster recently wrote, “I have issued Executive Order 2021-38, which prohibits all
state agencies in my cabinet from requiring employees to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. The
prohibition applies to the 19 state agencies that make up the cabinet”.
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit
The Fourth Circuit is one of twelve regional appellate courts within the federal judicial system.
The court hears appeals from the nine federal district courts in Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina and from federal administrative agencies. Democrats have the
majority on the 4th Circuit. For this reason, SC often joins lawsuits filed in the 8th and 11th circuit
courts which are more friendly to conservative appeals.

REMINDERS:
Contact Julie Hershey at
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
to RSVP no later than
Sunday, November 28th.
Don’t forget cash for our
Dollars from Heaven
baskets.
Bring your old US flags to
Gloria Landry to be
respectfully retired.
Cash or checks for the
silent auction.
Mark your calendars for
the first meeting of the
New Year:

January 27, 2022.

Greenville County
Republican Women’s Club
Racine Cooper, President
36 Wonderwood Drive
Greenville, SC 29615
Polly Dilworth, Editor
Check out
our website:
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Beth Wadsworth, RN

WOMENS HEALTH BRIEF

Do you ever find yourself asking, “What did you say?” As we age, it is important to get evaluated for and treat
any hearing loss we experience. Hearing loss robs you of quality of life. Researchers point out that
relationships decline between spouses and family members when hearing loss is involved. Hearing loss also
affects memory and brain stimulation. When we lose that sensation, we also lose information sent to our
brains, which causes a decline in mental function. In addition, statistics show that individuals with hearing loss
are prone to more falls and increased time in the hospital.
Researchers examined data from adults aged 65 to 85 with severe hearing loss and found that only 45% use
hearing aids. Don’t let pride and denial prevent you from utilizing hearing aids and technology developed to
help those with hearing loss fully engage in our wonderful world.
As we approach 2022, let’s plan to take better care of ourselves. Have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas!

It has been my pleasure to bring you the Elephant’s Ear the last four years, but it’s time to
allow someone else to use her talents. A huge THANK YOU goes out to Brenda Muldrow for
her assistance with editing, and to Jill Hancock for picking up and mailing the printed
versions each month.

