GCRWC 2020
Luncheon Dates
March 16*
April 30*
May 28
June 25
July 23
August 27
September 24
October 22
December 3*
(not the 4th Thursday)

For Reservations:
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
or call
Julie Hershey
864- 884-4456
or go to
www.eventbrite.com and
type in Greenville County
Republican Women’s Club,
then click the event.
__________________________________
Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org

Join us on
Facebook!
Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club
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March 16th Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club
$30 for ALL

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Call to make your reservations today!
Racine Cooper, President

Protecting Our Rights as Free Americans
Our founding fathers believed the role of government in our lives
should exist to protect the rights of individuals – the right to live;
the freedom of speech, religion, the press, and assembly; the right to bear
arms; the right to be treated equally and justly under the law; and the
right to enjoy the fruits of our labor. As Republicans, we still value
those rights today. Through the years, Democrats have twisted the role
of government. When they say that government exists to protect the people, it means
something very different to them.
“Protecting the people” should not mean over-regulating business, using our taxes to fund
social programs that we don’t need or agree with, or trying to silence us when live out and
express our conservative beliefs. If you believe that the role of government is to protect
citizens’ inalienable rights and preserve life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, then I am
asking you to actively participate in the campaigns of our conservative Republican
candidates.
*** PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE FOR OUR MARCH MEETING ***
Senator Lindsey Graham will join us on Monday, March 16th 12:00 noon at the Poinsett Club.
Seating will be limited. Please RSVP to Julie Hershey by Wednesday, March 11th at 6:00 pm.
Senator Graham’s appearance will serve as a fundraiser for our club, and therefore, the cost will
be $30.00 for all to attend.

MARCH LUNCHEON SPEAKER
Susan Kendrick, Program Chair
We are excited to have Senator Lindsay Graham join us at our March meeting!
Greenville County Republican Women’s Club, along with Upstate Republican Women,
are jointly hosting Senator Graham on his campaign trail through South Carolina.
If you have questions for Senator Graham, please email them before March 16th to
Racine Cooper at lrcoop0511@gmail.com, or write them on an index card and give it to Racine before the meeting.
Please be reminded that this meeting will serve as a fundraiser for GCRWC and the cost for everyone will be
$30.00.
Reservations must be made to Julie Hershey no later than Wednesday, March 11th by 6:00 pm.

CAMPAIGN NOTES
Gwen Crosland and Linda Slaton, Campaign Committee
Please remember to turn in your campaign and volunteer hours. They may be recorded in the campaign notebook
at our monthly meetings or reported to us for recording. The notebook will be located on the auction table with
Beth Wadsworth. Volunteer hours are one of the criteria that are required for the Diamond Achievement Award.
New this year we are able to count hours for associate members! Please keep track of your volunteer hours
including travel time to and from events. If you assist before or after our meetings, that time counts as
volunteering. GOP meetings and events, work on campaigns, and attending events such as SCFRW Legislative Day
on April 8th all count toward your volunteer time.
Email Gwen at gwcrosland@att.net or Linda at ldslaton@yahoo.com with any questions.

MEMBERSHIP

We are pleased to announce that Kathryn Hughes has stepped into the role of Membership Chair!
Kathryn may be reached at 864-906-1031 or kahughes@afomail.net.
It’s time to renew those memberships and the form is included in this newsletter. As you fill it out, consider joining
beyond the standard membership level and give our club a little extra financial support. Bring the form and
payment to our meeting on March 16th or mail it to Kathryn Hughes at 19 Pinehurst Green Way, Greenville 29609.
In order to continue receiving the Elephant’s Ear and updates from our club, now is the time to renew.
Please understand that it is MUCH easier for our treasurer, Sherry Capitan, if there are separate checks for
membership and your lunch. Plan to bring two checks or additional cash to the meeting. Thank you for your
understanding!

LEGISLATIVE NOTES
Tracy Phillpott, Legislative Chair
South Carolina Primaries
Several bills have been introduced to close the SC primaries. The Republican-sponsored bill, S.389, would require party allegiance on
voter registration forms and would apply to all elections from this point. Party designation can be switched up to 60 days before an
election. In an attempt to stop Republicans voting in the 2020 Democratic primary, Democrats introduced S.1083 to lock those who
voted in the Feb. 29th primary into the 2024 primary, with a sunset provision after that, meaning Democrats would continue to vote in
Republican primaries. An amendment was added to allow voters to obtain an affidavit saying they voted Democratic in good faith
with no intent to upset the 2020 primary, which would allow them to vote Republican in 2024. A third bill, Republican-sponsored
H.5288, was recently introduced limiting party change to every two years. The bills have moved to the judiciary committee. One
Democratic lawmaker, Kimpson, said “I think it’s wrong for either party to have an orchestrated effort to hijack the other party’s
election.” This is amusing, considering that the Democrats have been doing it for quite some time.
Education Omnibus Bill
H.3759 and S.419 SC Career Opportunity and Access for All Omnibus Education bills, which include data collection of test scores from
entry to exit in the public schools, have passed in respective chambers. The Education Omnibus Bill was set to special order in January.
Jay Lucas recently said, “In 2020 there are 70,000 open manufacturing positions. Legislators feel, that if there are no people to fill jobs,
employers will leave the state and SC must strengthen education to provide personnel to employers.” This bill uses education as a
“workforce development system” and is backed by the state’s largest manufacturers like Volvo, Boeing and BMW.
The senate has spent eight weeks debating the Education Omnibus Bill, with Senator Fanning trying to load the bill with over 200
amendments; the workforce sections and the data warehouse are still in place. In February, there was an attempt to end the debate
and force a vote, but it failed. The bill may pass in early March. The Senate plans to take up the Santee Cooper and Heartbeat bills
next.
SCPC has a great article on common sense education reform.
http://scpolicycouncil.org/research/environment/education-reforms-focused-on-workforce-rather-than-education#respond.
Roads
The gas tax will increase to 24.75 cents on July 1st. From the gas tax hike, there is currently a $478 million cash balance in the new
trust fund called the Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund (IMTF). An additional $101 million has been allocated from the state
budget. Paving progress is slow. While the gas tax hike collects funds for 6 years, SCDOT has a 10-year plan to complete designated
projects. State transportation data shows that the state spent twice as much on interstate widening than on repair of rural roads since
the gas tax went into effect in 2017. This despite TRIP naming SC rural roads the deadliest in the nation. To see if your road is on the
New Gas Tax Project List, go to https://www.scdot.org/inside/new-gastax-trustfund.aspx then call your legislators and let them know
that your road is in terrible shape. Meanwhile, with all the recent rains, there is a Pothole Blitz. To report a pothole in SC you want
fixed, call 855-GO-SCDOT. If your car is damaged after hitting a pothole, you can file a claim against SCDOT.
Here is a link to the Secretary of Transportation’s, Christy Hall, 2019 State of the SCDOT:
http://www.scdot.org/performance/pdf/2019%20State%20of%20SCDOT%20FINAL%20VERSION.pdf.
Greenville County Council meets in Council Chambers at County Square on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6 pm. Click County
Council on this link to see the agenda:
https://www.greenvillecounty.org/apps/CalendarGC/CountyCouncil.aspx.
Greenville County Legislative Delegation meets quarterly on the 2nd Monday. The next meeting is Monday, April 13th at 5:30 pm. The
deadline for requests to speak is April 6th at 5 pm. This is an opportunity to address your state legislators. The left is making their
voices heard in these meetings and we need to be present.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
Wednesday, April 8th is
SCFRW Legislative Day.
“Women’s Suffrage
Centennial Celebration”
Attendees are asked to wear
white in recognition of the
Women’s Suffrage Movement.
8:30 AM – 3:00 PM in
Columbia.
If you wish to attend, mail a
$30 check (member price)
made payable to GCRWC to
Racine Cooper by March
29th. List SCFRW
Legislative Day on memo.
Mail to Racine Cooper
36 Wonderwood Drive
Greenville, 29615.
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WOMEN’S HEALTH BRIEF
Beth Wadsworth, RN
Feet are the unsung heroes of mobility and it is crucial to keep them healthy. We worry about our waistlines,
get our eyesight tested, and make dreaded dental appointments. But what about our feet? Chances are, you
don’t spare them much thought. Our feet are the foundation of our house. Keeping them in tiptop shape could
improve posture, prevent injuries and ward off aches and pains. Great posture starts with your feet, as they
are the foundation of your body. Think of your body like the foundation of a building which provides stability
and supports the entire structure. A weak body structure leads to collapse and can cause falls and fracture
hips. Inspect your feet periodically for any discoloration, sores, ingrown toenails, bunions, cuts or infection.
Diabetics especially need to protect their feet from cuts, which can lead to infection. Show any concerns to
your doctor who can refer you to a podiatrist for correction. Wear proper footwear: high heels may lead to
sprained or weak ankles and narrow shoes can compress toes and cause them to cross over. Pick well-fitted,
comfortable, low to the ground shoes. Make sure your shoes don’t cause you to trip and have a bad fall. MAY
THE FEET BE WITH YOU!
Reservations for the March luncheon meeting must be made by March 11th at 6 PM. Be sure to make reservations for
all guests and include special meal requests. If you make a reservation and do not attend, you will be asked to pay
$20 to cover our costs to the Poinsett Club. Thank you!

MAY THE FEET BE WITH YOU.
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